History of Topperville Hall
Robert Montague, the first Lord Topperville, built Topperville Hall during 1588. It was constructed to impress Elizabeth I, who was undertaking a royal progress around the country during the late summer of that year. The house is thought of as one of the best examples of provincial Elizabethan architecture in the country.
The current Lord Topperville, Jeremy Montague, has decided to share the treasures of his home and gardens with the public for the very first time.
The House
A guided tour of the house includes a visit to the royal bedchamber used by Elizabeth herself, which has been restored to the way it would have looked at the time. The sumptuous bed hangings and tapestries have all been handmade by local artisans, using traditional methods.
Elizabeth is said to have found the bed “exceedingly comfortable.”
The east wing of the house also contains a Museum of Childhood.  It represents a chronological record of the way children of the Montague family have lived and played from the late seventeenth century right up to the present day. Children’s fashions can be compared through the ages by studying the marvellous collection of clothing that is on display. Today’s youngsters will be interested in the toys exhibited, which are so different from those played with now. There is also a small schoolroom, with some original sewing samplers and textbooks.
The Gardens
With a choice of a formal garden, laid out in authentic Elizabethan style, or vast stretches of open, landscaped parkland, with riverside walks, visitors of all tastes can take pleasure in exploring the estate. 
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Hidden secrets and delights can be discovered in the landscaped gardens. The third Lord Topperville, Tarquin Montague built a spectacular folly near the banks of the river Twiste. Rumoured to be insane, Tarquin would spend many moonlit nights at the top of the tower, although no one was allowed to ask what he did there. Some say that he practised the black arts in a search for eternal youth, and that strange clouds of coloured smoke could often be seen billowing out of the small window at the top of the folly. The only known facts are that in 1701 Tarquin, aged 43, jumped to his death from the tower and was found to be clutching some sort of talisman when he was discovered.
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At the end of the oak tree avenue, also in the landscaped gardens, is a magnificent fountain. During the summer the fountain can be seen in its full glory, dancing arcs of water playing to the strains of classical music.
A circle of stone seating surrounds the fountain, making it the ideal spot for a picnic.
Just south of the formal garden is the maze. Children and adults alike will love trying to reach the centre, where an ornamental lily pond and sundial can be found. The sundial was a gift from Elizabeth after her visit in 1588.
Pets’ Corner
Children of all ages will love this area, west of the formal garden. Pets’ Corner is home to rabbits, guinea pigs, goats, sheep and Shetland ponies. There is also a large aviary containing lovebirds and parakeets. During April, children can feed the new lambs in the Children’s Farm area of Pets’ Corner. First feeding time starts at 10.30am and feeds follow every two hours after this.

Gift Shop
A small gift shop is located next to Pets’ Corner, where souvenirs of your visit can be bought.
Tea Room
Relax and refresh yourself with a treat from the tea room next to the gift shop. Freshly baked fruit pies, scones and savouries are available all day from 11am to 5.30pm.
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Try one of the many different types of tea, or speciality coffees sold. You can eat inside the tea room, or take the food away to eat in the outdoor area just outside.
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