The Internet
The Internet is a vast computer network which allows users all over the world to communicate with each other. As well as the sharing of information between computers, the Internet makes it possible to communicate by using electronic mail (e-mail), or by using the computer as a kind of “telephone” (NetMeeting).

Web Pages
Information is stored on the World Wide Web in a Web Page or Web Site, which has a unique address. The Home Page of a web site usually consists of an introduction to the site and often contains hyperlinks to other pages on that site, or to a different site on the World Wide Web.

Web Publishing
Once connected to the Internet, it is possible for the user to publish an individual web site. This is a simple process, as there are now software applications available which make it possible to create a publication without the need to know the Internet programming language, HTML (Hypertext Markup Language).

E-mail
E-mail is a way of sending a message to another computer user, anywhere in the world. The message will reach its destination almost immediately. Internet users send and receive e-mail messages by using e-mail addresses which like web site addresses are unique. For many people who are connected to the Internet, the majority of their online time is spent sending or receiving e-mail messages.

Chat
Another exciting aspect of using the Internet is the facility to chat to other users on-line or to take part in current debates or discussions by joining a Newsgroup.

Software
Internet Explorer 6 is an application that allows the user to access information on the World Wide Web, to publish their own web pages and to communicate with other users easily. This and other, similar software applications enable the individual to access the limitless potential of electronic communication.
Internet Explorer comes complete with its own e-mail program. Outlook Express is a simplified version of the messaging system used in Microsoft Outlook and comes free with the browser.
Outlook Express manages all electronic messages, both e-mail and newsgroup mail, coming to and going from the computer. Messages can easily be composed and sent to any e-mail address; files can be added to a message in a couple of steps. Messages are stored on a server until they are collected. A very useful feature of the program is the Address Book, which stores information about contacts. If a contact’s e-mail address is entered here, it saves the need for remembering addresses.

